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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to tine amendment filed 4-28-2008, wliicli lias been entered. 
Claims 1,3-10, 12-21, 23-32 are currently pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following Is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claims 1 , 3-6, 8, 1 0, 1 2-1 5, 1 7, 21 , 23-25 and 27 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Stikkers (4,165,466). In claims 1, 10 and 21, 
Stikkers discloses a belt drive system comprising a first and second pulleys (20, 24), a 
belt (33) reeved over the first and second pulleys; the first pulley (30) is loaded away 
from the second pulley by a biasing load produce by a first biasing mechanism (34) 
tensioning the first pulley away from the second pulley in a pivoting fashion about a 
pivot (16). It is apparent that the pivot is located with a reference centerline between the 
first and second pulleys and it is also apparent that the application of torque or the 
motive power from the motor of the first pulley in a first direction will elevate belt tension 
and torque or motive power in the second direction with decrease the belt tension. 

In claim 3 and 12, note the pulley (30) is mounted on a drive motor (20), which is 
attached to a motor plate (55), the motor plate (55) on which the motor is mounted is 
pivotally attached to a frame member (12/35) via a pivoting connection (45) between the 
motor plate and the frame. 
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In claims 4 and 13, note the second pulley is attached to a wheel drum (14). 

In claims 5 and 14, as understood, it is apparent that the motor plate is biased 
away from the second pulley by the biasing mechanism (34). 

In claims 6, 15 and 25, note the biasing mechanism comprises a spring (53A) 
and generates a biasing moment about the pivot (45). 

In claims 8, 17 and 27, Hutchison inherently discloses the claimed invention, 
including the biasing mechanism is a torsional spring mounted about the pivot. 

In claim 10, Hutchison clearly discloses the claimed invention above. 

In claim 21 and 23-24, Hutchison discloses the claimed invention above. 
Response to Arguments 
3. Applicant's arguments filed 4-28-2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant contended that the prior art to Strikkers fails to disclose 
locating a pivot point with reference to a centerline between the two pulleys, and a 
theoretical intersection of the belt strand such that application of a torque in the first 
direction proportionally elevates average belt tension while application of torque in the 
opposite direction proportionally decreases average belt tension. In response, It should 
be noted that strikkers clearly discloses all the limitation of the claimed invention. As can 
be seen in the attached drawing illustration below, the centerline and the belt line are 
inherently included so as to provide a pivot point at a theoretical intersection. There is 
reasons to believe, base on the similarity of (structure etc.) that the functional limitation 
(s) of the (increase or decrease the drive torque capacity) being restricted to "— " maybe 
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(an) inherent characteristic (s) of (the prior art). In accordance with In re Best, 562F.2cl 
1252, 195 USPQ 430, 433 (CCPA 1977). 

This "burden of rebutting [may be of ] the PTO's reasonable assertion of inherency 
under 35 USC 102, or of prima facie obviousness under 35 USC 103" (195 USPQ at 
432). 

Accordingly, the burden is placed upon the applicant to prove that the limitation (s) in 
question is/are not (an) inherent characteristic (s) of the reference disclosure. 
Therefore, for reasons given above the rejection is deemed proper. 



,45 Thifeoretlcal 
27 intersection 




4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Marcus Charles whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7101 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:30 am to 6:00 
pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ridley Richard can be reached on (571) 272-6917. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Marcus Charles/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3682 



